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Nebraska State Accountability 

2012 NeSA-Writing 

Grade 4 Paper/Pencil  

Grades 8 & 11 Online  

Test Administration Training  
January 4 -5, 2012  
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Agenda 

ÅIntroductions: DRC & CAL Project Teams 

ÅTesting Window & Other Key Dates 

ÅGeneral Guidelines 

ÅPaper/Pencil Testing Procedures 

ÅOnline Testing Procedures  

ÅReporting 

ÅQuestions & Answers 
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DRCõs Nebraska Project Team 

Patricia Johnson, Program Director 

 

John Born, Senior Project Manager 

 

Rachel Lappe, Project Manager 

 

Valerie Cook, Project Manager 
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Online Testing Partner 

DRC partners with Computerized Assessments 
and Learning (CAL) to deliver the online 

versions of the NeSA tests. 

 

Stacey Reasoner, Project Manager 

Mark Kalusha, Software Developer 
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DRCôs NeSA Customer Service 

1-866-342-6280  Phone 

1-763-268-2540  Fax 

 

necustomerservice@datarecognitioncorp.com 

8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. CST 

7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (January 16-February 17, 2012) 

 

Customer Service 

mailto:necustomerservice@datarecognitioncorp.com


WebEx Rules of Engagement 

ÅSubmit questions as we go using Chat. 

ÅDuring the Q & A period...  

ÁUse the Raise Hand button under the participant 

list to indicate you have a question. 

ÁThe Host will un-mute your phone so you can ask 

your question. 
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2012 NeSA-Writing Training  
Grades 4, 8 & 11 

Å January 4-5, 2012 

 2012 NeSA-Writing Test Administration Training 

 

Å April 9-10, 2012 

 2012 NeSA-Writing Reporting WebEx 

 

Å April 24, 2012 

 Standard Setting Process ï Grades 8 & 11 

 

Å May 8, 2012 

 State Board Approves Cut Scores ï Grades 8 & 11 

 

Å After May 8, 2012 

 2012 NeSA-W Reports Posted in eDIRECT 
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Testing Window 

 

January 23-February 10, 2012 
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2012 Key Dates NeSA-Writing 
Grades 4, 8 & 11 

Paper/Pencil & Online Test Administration 

Training 

January 4-5 

Paper/Pencil Test Materials Delivered to 

Districts 

January 4 

Management Tools and Test Session Online 

Tickets Available 

January 4 

Districts Distribute Materials to Schools By January 6 

Districts Train School Personnel By January 11 

Districts Return Signed Test Security 

Agreements to NDE 

By January 23 

Testing Window January 23-February 10 

Districts Return Paper/Pencil Test Materials 

to DRC 

By February 15 



General Guidelines 

(Paper/Pencil and Online)  

ÅGrade 4 ï Paper/Pencil Test 

ïMust return a writing booklet for all grade 4 

students enrolled in district. 

ÅGrades 8 & 11 ï Online Test 

ïStudents test primarily online. 

ïStudents with an IEP or 504 Plan that specifies 

the use of a paper/pencil test may take a 

paper/pencil test and must return a writing 

booklet. 

ïStudents responding in Spanish or another 

foreign language may take a paper/pencil test 

and must return a writing booklet. 
10 

NEW 
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General Guidelines 
Scheduling the Test 

ÅGrade 4 NeSA-Writing ï Two sessions 

ïTwo days, 40 minutes each 

ÅPaper/Pencil only 

ÅFlexibility during the 3-week window 

ÅRecommend scheduling early in the window 

ÅRecommend avoiding Mondays and Fridays 

ÅMake-ups required 

 



General Guidelines 
Scheduling the Test 

Å Grades 8 & 11 NeSA-Writing ï One session 

ï Not timed; doesnôt generally exceed 90 minutes 

Å Online only except for students with IEP or 504 Plan 

that states use of paper/pencil test or students 

responding in Spanish or another foreign language 

Å Flexibility during the 3-week window 

Å Recommend scheduling early in the window 

Å Recommend avoiding Mondays and Fridays 

Å Make-ups required 
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NEW 
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General Guidelines 
Accommodations for Grade 4 

Å Large Print and Spanish versions of the writing topic are 

available from NDE. 

ï Responses must be in regular writing booklet 

Å Accommodations for Students with IEP or 504 Plans 

and English Language Learners must be reported in 

writing booklet. 

Å Alternate Assessment (1%) ï Not provided by NDE; 

locally administered. Appropriate box must be filled in 

on writing booklet. 

Å See NDE website for the Approved Accommodations 

Document. 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/N

eSA_Accommodations.pdf 

 

 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/NeSA_Accommodations.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/NeSA_Accommodations.pdf
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General Guidelines 

 Accommodations for Grade 4 (contõd) 



General Guidelines 
Accommodations for Grades 8 & 11 

Å Large Print and Spanish versions of the writing topic are 

available from NDE. 

ï Responses must be in regular writing booklet 

Å Accommodations for Students with IEP or 504 Plans 

and English Language Learners must be reported 

online or in writing booklet. 

Å Alternate Assessment (1%) ï Not provided by NDE; 

locally administered. Student must be flagged online in 

Student Editor. 

Å See NDE website for the Approved Accommodations 

Document. 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/N

eSA_Accommodations.pdf 
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NEW 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/NeSA_Accommodations.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/Assessment/documents/NeSA_Accommodations.pdf


General Guidelines 
Accommodations for Grades 8 & 11 (contõd) 
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Alternate Assessment 

box will no longer be 

found on paper/pencil 

test. Must flag alternate 

status online in Student 

Editor. 



General Guidelines 
Accommodations for Grades 8 & 11 (contõd) 

17 



18 

General Guidelines 
Reporting Students Not Tested 

ÅThe reason a student was not tested in 

NeSA-Writing must be reported. 

 

 
Paper/Pencil (grade 4) Online (grades 8 & 11) 
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General Guidelines 
Preparing Students for Testing 

ÅInform students of the scheduled test in 

advance. 

ÅExplain to students why they are being 

given the test and how the results will be 

used. 

ÅStudents should realize that doing their best 

is important. 

ÅComplete the online NeSA-Writing Practice 

Test (grades 8 & 11). 
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General Guidelines 
Preparing Testing Locations 

ÅPlan ahead ï check schedules 

ÅOrganize test materials or computers 

needed 

ÅLighting, seating, temperature, noise 

ÅRemove visual aids/clues 

ÅPost ñTesting in Progressò Sign 

ÅProvide blank scratch paper 

ÅProvide No. 2 pencils (paper/pencil test) 
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General Guidelines 
Test Security for Test Administrators 

ÅTest Security Agreements: One per principal 

and District Assessment Contact. 
ïMust be signed and faxed to NDE by January 23. 

ï Standards, Assessment and Accountability Updates 

ÅTest not to be viewed by anyone prior to 

administration. 

ÅNo coaching or feedback of any kind with 

regard to test content. 

ÅProhibit talking or sharing of responses. 
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General Guidelines 
Test Security for Test Administrators (contõd) 

ÅMove around testing site and be aware that 

students are following instructions. 

ÅNever leave students alone while testing. 

ÅTest Session Tickets may not be 

reproduced (grades 8 and 11 online tests). 

ÅSee administration manuals for 

comprehensive test security information. 
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General Guidelines 
Test Security for Students 

ÅNO Electronic Devices: cell phone, beeper, 

pager, PDA, stop-watch, MP3 player, etc. 

ÅRecommend one assistant/proctor per 12 

students, in addition to Test Administrator. 

ÅStudents cannot take test materials out of 

the testing site. 
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ÅMaterials Delivered to District Assessment 
Contacts via UPS by January 4 

 

ÅInventory Materials 

 

ÅDistricts Distribute Materials to School Test 
Coordinators by January 6 

 

ÅTrain Test Administrators and Prepare for 
Testing by January 11 

 

2012 NeSA-Writing 
Paper/Pencil Procedures 
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Inventory Materials 

 Paper/Pencil Procedures 

ÅNotify DRC of any missing 
boxes. 

 

ÅMaterials for schools boxed 
separately and labeled. 

 

ÅOpen immediately to inventory 
at district or distribute intact to 
schools for inventory. 

 

ÅRetain original shipping boxes 
(district and school). 

 


